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 Colin Chapman, in The Case for Christianity, 
quotes Ugandan bishop Festo Kivengere’s account of 
the 1973 execution by firing squad of three men from 
his diocese:                                                
 February 10 began as a sad day for us in 
Kabale. People were commanded to come to the 
stadium and witness the execution. Death permeated 
the atmosphere. A silent crowd of about three thousand 
was there to watch.                                                        
 I had permission from the authorities to speak 
to the men before they died, and two of my fellow 
ministers were with me.                                                                             
 They brought the men in a truck and unloaded 
them. They were handcuffed, and their feet were 
chained. The firing squad stood at attention. As we 
walked into the center of the stadium, I was wondering 
what to say. How do you give the gospel to doomed 
men who are probably seething with rage?                                                                   
 We approached them from behind, and as 
they turned to look at us, what a sight! Their faces were 
all alight with an unmistakable glow and radiance. 
Before we could say anything, one of them burst out: 

“Bishop, thank you for coming! I wanted to tell you. The 
day I was arrested, in my prison cell, I asked the Lord 
Jesus to come into my heart. He came in and forgave 
me all my sins! Heaven is now open, and there is 
nothing between me and my God! Please tell my wife 
and children that I am going to be with Jesus. Ask them 
to accept him into their lives as I did.” 

 The other two men told similar stories, 
excitedly raising their hands which rattled their 
handcuffs.                                                                     
 I felt that what I needed to do was to talk to the 
soldiers, not to the condemned. So I translated what the 
men had said into a language the soldiers understood. 
The military men were standing there with guns cocked 
and bewilderment on their faces. They were so 
dumbfounded that they forgot to put the hoods over the 
men’s faces!   

 The three faced the firing squad standing close 
together. They looked toward the people and began to 
wave, handcuffs and all. The people waved back. Then 
shots were fired, and the three were with Jesus.           Yours In Christ, 

Bro. Phil 
Mark 10:45 

CALENDAR 
Wednesday, June 23 
   5:30 pm Family Night Supper 
   6:30 pm Bible Study & Prayer, Youth 
 On Mission, Kids of the  
 Kingdom 
   7:30 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 
Thursday, June 24 
   10:00 am Cancer Pads 
 
Saturday, June 26 
   2:00 pm Grady 50th Anniversary 
 Celebration 
    
Sunday, June 27 
   9:15 am     Bible Study 
 10:30 am Morning Worship, Childrenôs 
 Church & KIDMO 
   5:30 pm VBS Kick-off 
 
Monday, June 28 
   6-9 pm VBS  
 (No G.R.O.W.) 
  
 

 We stood in front of them, our own hearts 
throbbing with joy, mingled with tears. It was a day 
never to be forgotten. Though dead, the men spoke 
loudly to all of Kigezi District and beyond, so that there 
was an upsurge of life in Christ, which challenges 
death and defeats it.                                                                
 The next Sunday, I was preaching to a huge 
crowd in the home town of one of the executed men. 
Again, the feel of death was over the congregation. 
But when I gave them the testimony of their man, and 
how he died, there erupted a great song of praise to 
Jesus! Many turned to the Lord there. 

Doesn’t death seem so final? Even though we are 
assured of eternal life through Jesus, we still are 
faced with all the unknowns and uncertainties: How 
will it happen? When will it come? How much pain will 
I have to face? 

For the child of God, death should be seen not as the 
end of life but rather as the beginning; a new begin-
ning that will be gloriously lived in the very presence 
of God and for eternity—free from pain, sorrow, hurt, 
tears and sicknesses. 

Paul put it like this in 1 Corinthians 15:54-57: 

54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, 

and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be 

brought to pass the saying that is written: ñDeath is 

swallowed up in victory.ò[a] 

       55 ñ O Death, where is your sting?[b] 

      O Hades, where is your victory?ò[c] 

 56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is 
the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Are you prepared for that time? Is your life in order to 
stand in the presence of Jesus? If not, God awaits 
your conversation with Him. He stands ready. Are 
you? 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20corinthians%2015:54-57&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28769a#fen-NKJV-28769a
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20corinthians%2015:54-57&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28770b#fen-NKJV-28770b
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20corinthians%2015:54-57&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28770c#fen-NKJV-28770c


 
Sunday School Report 

June 20, 2009 
Record (March 29, 1998)                              210 
Members Enrolled                                          296 
Total Present                                                    117 
Previous Weekôs Attendance                        111 

 
Service Opportunities 

Deacon of the Week for June 27 
Bro. Raye Jones 

Deacon of the Week for July 4 
Bro. Terry Simpson 

Upper Room Schedule:  

DATE TIME NAME 

6-23 PM Loretta Tidwell 

6-27 AM Terry Simpson 

6-27 PM No ServiceñVBS 

6-30 PM No ServiceñVBS 

FAMILY NIGHT SUPPER  
Reservations required! 

Sign up on the reservation 

sheet in the foyer or call the 

church office. Meals are 

served from 5:30-6:15 p.m.  Prices are 

$4  per adult and $2  per child (6th grade 

and under).   

Menu for June 30:  

 

No FNS due to VBS 

Devotions for June 28-July 3 
ñIf the Son Sets You Free You Are 

 Free Indeedò  
 

Monday:                         Genesis 1:1-2, 26-31 
   
Tuesday:                               Ephesians 1:3-6 
                  
Wednesday:                              Romans 5:20 
                                2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
   
Thursday                           2 Corinthians 3:17 
                John 8:31-36 
         
Friday:                                      Romans 8:1-2 
              Galatians 5:1 
        
Saturday:                                Galatians 4:4-5 

 

                      
There will be NO 

GROW this Monday night, June 
28th, due to the start of VBS!  

Nursery Volunteers  
Sunday, June 27 
AMɂCindy Jones 
PMɂNo Service 
Sunday,  Ju ly  4   

AM ɂAngela Kalmer 
PMɂNo Service 

VBSVBSïïòSoul Survivors òSoul Survivors 

on Danger Islandòon Danger Islandò        

(( Pre KPre Kðð6 grade)6 grade)   

KICKKICK -- OFF:  June 27th 5:30OFF:  June 27th 5:30 -- 7:30pm7:30pm   

VBS: June 28thVBS: June 28th -- July 2nd from 6:00July 2nd from 6:00 --

9:00pm9:00pm  

This Thursday, June 

24th at 10:00am 

 

50th Wedding  

Anniversary  

Celebration 
 

for  

Bob & Irene Grady 
 

Saturday, June 26th at 2:00pm 

Parents and Children! The Summer Read-

ing Program for children, 

ñPlay Ball With Usò will 

continue through July 21st! 

Please sign up and help sup-

port this program!! 

    Diana and I have planned a musical/message 

for the morning of July 4th that we feel will 

honor our nation and its heritage while also hon-

oring our Lord Jesus Christ. Please come be a 

part of this celebration!  

    Also, we will have lunch here immediately 

after the service. We will have grilled hot dogs 

and chips furnished by the church. Weôll ask 

yôall to bring a covered dish (baked beans, cole 

slaw, potato salad, etc.) Also, we would like to 

have homemade ice cream. If you would be 

willing to make a churn please let us know.  

    Plan now to come dressed in red, white, and 

blue. Letôs remember and celebrate our heritage 

as we remember and celebrate our Lord!  

    Bro. Phil 


